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CSI Statement on Trade Agreements with Southeast Asian Nations
Washington, D.C. (October 27, 2025) — “We appreciate the administration’s focus on addressing services and digital trade barriers in the new agreements announced with Malaysia and Cambodia,” said Christine Bliss, President of the Coalition of Services Industries. “The frameworks reached with Thailand and Vietnam represent commercially meaningful progress as well. Taking steps to facilitate the export of US services will not only enhance the growth of services trade, but also will promote sales of American high-value goods, including semiconductors, and agricultural products, all of which depend on services for marketing, financing, insurance, and delivery.” 

“Of particular value in the final agreements are new commitments to ban the imposition of digital services taxes, ensure that commercial data can be transferred across borders without undue obstacles, protect source code, and support a permanent moratorium on duties on electronic transmissions. Among other important provisions, we also value language banning discrimination against digital services.

“We note the Cambodia agreement includes a commitment not to impose an ex ante digital competition regime that unreasonably restricts bilateral commerce, and we hope this provision can be included in other framework agreements.” 

“We also appreciate provisions in several of the agreements that address concerns related to audio-visual trade, the provision of electronic payment services, and investments in the telecom sector, as well as commitments to facilitate express delivery.

“We hope the administration can soon finalize details of the framework agreements with Thailand and Vietnam.” 

***

CSI is the leading U.S. industry association devoted to promoting the trade policy priorities of the U.S. services sector on services and digital issues. Our members include companies that provide financial services, information and communication technology services, telecom services, express delivery and logistics, media and entertainment, distribution, and professional services to all sectors of the economy, including manufacturing and agriculture. CSI members include manufacturers of consumer electronics, telecommunications equipment and health and nutrition products.  Our members operate in all 50 states and in nearly 200 countries, representing both large and small firms. CSI also works with counterpart organizations around the globe as co-chair of the Global Services Coalition and the Asia Pacific Services Coalition.
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